
On the last day of our regular 

riding season, we invited our 

riders and their families  to a 

Ribbon Day Celebration.   

Riders stood tall on a riser and 

were presented with ribbons for 

each of the programs that they 

participated in this season.  We  

celebrated the successes and 

accomplishments of each rider.      

Following the presentations, the 

riders enjoyed a hayrack ride, 

horse petting, and pumpkin 

decorating.  Over 50 family 

members joined in the festivities.    

We are very proud of all of our 

riders for all that they were able 

to achieve this season.  It was 

nice to have a large amount of 

our Rainbow Rider family to-

gether for the festivities.  

Rainbow Riders volunteers are 

the absolute core of our pro-

gramõs success.  We are fortu-

nate to have such an incredible 

group of dedicated volunteers 

who are passionate about our 

program.  

We hosted a volunteer wiener 

roast to show them our sincere 

appreciation.  

The  best thanks they probably 

receive are through the riders 

themselvesé Smiles, hugs and 

rider accomplishments.   
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F A C T S :  

¶ More than 62 

riders  partici-

pated in over 

500 therapeu-

tic rides  

¶ In all we rode 

123 riders  

¶ This spring 

we trained 60 

new volun-

teers ranging 

in ages 10 to 

62 

¶ This, our 5th 

season, de-

buted our 

new inclusion 

program 

òCome Ride 

With Meó 

News from Rainbow Riders Therapeutic Horseback Riding Center 



P A G E  2  

òRiders had a ball 

riding in the 

parade on our 

royally decorated 

floató 

A camper cele-

bratesé he just found 

out he is receiving a 

gold medal!  

Royal Rainbow Riders 

We Welcome òBuzzó 

Camp Rainbow 
During three special camp 

days, June-July, we hosted 

23 adults with disabilities 

from both Warren Achieve-

ment Center, Monmouth and 

St. Maryôs Square, Gales-

burg. 

 

The campers participated in 

a variety of stimulating ac-

tivities including: Horseback  

riding, grooming our pony 

(Carmella), going on a hay-

rack ride, walking a nature 

trail, picking wild flowers 

and blackberries, creating a 

craft, playing lively games, 

and enjoying a picnic lunch. 

 

Every camper that was able 

to ride, chose to ride!  We 

were so proud of them! Be-

fore dismounting the horse, 

each camper enthusiastically 

accepted a gold medal neck-

lace for accomplishing a 

variety of tasks while on the 

horse.  All campers returned 

home with a photo of them-

selves with the horse that 

they rode.   

 

The camp offered a FUN ex-

perience for all involved.  

Bonds were formed not only 

between the campers and our 

staff/volunteers, but also lov-

ingly formed between the 

campers and their horse. 

 

He serves our riders and pro-

gram with lots of energy and 

our mares love him!    

Our newest equine 

family member is a 

quarter horse named 

òBuzzó who has been 

a welcome addition to 

our herd of five.    

Buzz was generously 

donated to our pro-

gram in May by our 

friend Missy Roehrs.   

In September we participated 

in the Warren County Prime 

Beef Festival Parade.  This 

yearõs theme was ôShow Us 

Your Royalty Warren Countyó.   

Riders had a ball riding in the 

parade on our royally deco-

rated float.  Tamara and Eric, 

our king and queen, happily 

waved to parade watchers.  

Bunches of volunteers walked 

alongside the float. 

Buzz wel-

comed by 

Jodi in      

arabesque!  

 

Blake gives a 

warm hug !   

 

Buzz ready 

to go!  

T H E  B A R N Y A R D  



Monmouth College All Sports Camp 

P A G E  3  F A L L  2 0 1 0  

To help raise money for our thera-

peutic riding program, we were a 

part of the Monmouth College All 

Sports Camp.   

Each morning and afternoon for 

one week we were greeted by a 

van full of excited potential riders.  

The campers rotated stations that 

focused on horsemanship on the 

ground, horseback riding lessons, 

and an educational horse-themed 

craft.  

By the end of the week, all 26 

athletes were independently riding a 

horse and able to complete a 

memorized pattern!  The riders 

were even able to leave the arena 

and enjoy a trail ride on our sen-

sory trail.   

The program will repeat in 2011.  

I would like to donate to the Rainbow Riders 2011 program.  I understand that my donation is fully tax      

deductable.  Rainbow Riders is a 501 (c)(3) charity. 

 

Name of Donor(s)____________________________________________________________ 

Contact Address_____________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________ State_____________ Zip_________________ 

Contact Phone______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Email_______________________________________________________________ 

Please complete and mail   

in the enclosed envelope. 

 

Rainbow Riders 

822 200th Avenue 

Monmouth, IL  61462 

 

 

 

My Gift This Year 

Soft Moments and Smiles of Success  

 



learning to be a kind and gentle horse. 

 

At Rainbow Riders, Dr. Pete gives 

many people just what they need to feel 

better.  For Adam, who canôt see, he 

provides a lot of sensory stimulation.  

When Pete crosses the bridge on the 

sensory trail, Adam can hear his foot-

steps clip clopping over the wooden 

planks.  Pete likes to carry Adam close 

to the tall prairie grasses so he can feel 

the tickle of the seed head on his arms. 

 

For Heidi, Dr. Pete teaches her mus-

cles to stretch.  When Heidi climbs on, 

it really stretches her leg muscles.  His 

slow walking helps her to keep her bal-

ance and strengthens her stomach and 

back muscles. 

 

For Bennett, Dr. Pete teaches him to 

follow directions.  Pete studied for 

years to learn how to follow directions, 

so it is easy for him to teach Bennett.  

This January we will celebrate the 29th 

birthday of the most popular horse in 

townðPete!  Pete has been ridden by 

every rider at least one time in the past 

five seasons.  Tina, a volunteer horse 

leader shares her essay about Pete.   

 

When I think of doctors, I think of a man 

in a white coat and a tie.  Around his neck 

he might have a stethoscope and he likes 

to say, ñOpen wide and say, óAHHôò. 

 

At least thatôs what I thought until I met 

Dr. Pete.  Dr. Pete does not wear a white 

coat.  His coat is red, a deep sorrel red.  

Around his neck he has a set of reins and 

he likes to say, ñMount up and say 

AHH!ò. 

 

Dr. Pete is the chief of staff at Rainbow 

Riders Therapeutic Riding Center and Dr. 

Pete is a horse!  Just like a doctor, Pete 

has had many years of schooling.  Pete 

has traveled many miles, all the time 

When Karen, the instructor, says to walk 

on, Pete knows what she says and slowly 

and surely walks on.  Pete knows the 

word trot and quickly picks up his pace.  

Soon Bennett learns that if Pete can fol-

low instructions, so can he. 

                                                             

Dr. Pete is the best doctor I know be-

cause he always listens carefully, heôs 

never in a 

hurry and 

he only 

charges 

carrots 

for his 

office 

visit!   

 

 

ôDocõ Pete 

A Few of Our Friends 
Friends 

from the 

Galesburg 

Commu-

nity Foun-

dation took 

time out of 

their busy 

schedules 

to come and see first hand several riding 

sessions and give Pete a birthday hug.  

They were in awe of our ridersô prowess, 

determination and how the volunteer 

team, horses and instructor interact in a 

therapeutic session. 

 The Galesburg  Community  Foundation 

graciously funds our program and works 

with non profits in a variety of ways to 

make our community stronger. 

 

Steve Johnson, of the local chapter of the 

Blue 

Knights 

Interna-

tional 

Law 

Enforce-

ment 

Motor-

cycle 

Club, is shown presenting a check to 

support our program.  Rainbow Riders 

is one of several charities that they 

support throughout the year.  We are 

extremely grateful that the Blue 

Knights bike riders make the effort to 

support our horse riders.   

 

We are ever so grateful to these folks, 

to our repeated donors, to the  many 

community groups and for the loving 

memorial donations to Rainbow Rid-

ers.  Due to this compassionate gener-

osity it is possible for all riders to ride, 

regardless of their financial situation.   

All of us at Rainbow Riders thank you for riding with us into 2011! 


